
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00  Traditional 

Worship 

11:15  ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

2016 Mission u 

July 21-24 

  University of Jamestown 

Each summer, United Methodist Women of the Dakotas 
Conference host a learning experience called Mission 
u.  This year the themes for study focus on “Learning 

Together for Transformation of the World”.  It’s not too 
early to plan to attend this July’s session. There are 

three topics that will be studied – “The Bible and Hu-
man Sexuality”, “Latin America: People and Faith”, and 
“Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action”.  Mission u is 
open to anyone who wants to attend – it’s not just for 
women.  Pick up a brochure on the table in the lobby 

for more information and a registration form or talk to  
Wesley UMW co-presidents 

 Berniece Holm & Judy Christy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday morning this summer! 



 

 

Birthdays 

  1  Eric Jose 
  3  Grace Herbel 
  Matthew Ernst 
  Sara Juneau 
  Michael Aubol 
  6  Richard Ellis 
  7  Danielle Holm 
  9  Ryan Scheevel 
10  Melissa Ernst  
  Paige Bloom  
11  Jacob Iiams 
12  Myles Baird 
13  Brad Westman 
      Ben Holien 
  Jakob Sturges 
15  Katy Nannenga 
16  Cathy Nielsen 
  Gail Steckman 
17  Dan Rice 
  Jeff Van Looy 
  Xavier Petrick 
18  Dora Graham 
19  Barbara Spicer 
20  Marian Van Duyn 
21  Nicholas McConnell 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
22  Aileen Sandwick 
  Abbi Sturges 
  Taylor Mero 
25  Ron Elliott 
  Larry Machart 
  Chad Goetz 
27  Denise Bischoff 
28  Dave Kiefel 
  Andy Nielsen 
  Brittany Peterson 
30  Bill Hutchison 
  Rich Curtis 
  James Kerzman 
31  Donna Hutchison 

Anniversaries 

 
  2  Burt & Dora Graham 
  5  John & Joyce Kramer 
  8  Keith & Tamara        
  Rutherford 
12  Stephen & Tanya Murphy 
16  Greg & Tracy Wicken 
22  Terry Larson & Naomi Yaeger 
23  Jeff & Brooke Van Looy 
25  Jay & Linda Croy 
26  Richard & Penny Millspaugh 
27  Nicolai & Krystal Ipsen 



 

 A note from The 

PAstor  

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” – Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Wesley United Methodist’s mission is: “To make new 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” 

 

I remember the first time I read our MCCI prescriptions. Right out of the gate they were 
messing things up—changing our mission statement! I knew the gauntlet had been 
thrown down. The challenge: to become a congregation that transforms the world by 
transforming lives. It seems like more than any one congregation could possibly do on its 
own, and yet I have been reminded over and over again that reaching new people for 
Christ begins in our own church, in our own neighborhood, and in our own community. 
That’s really all any one church can do, focus on its mission and outreach, seeking to 
transform the lives of those around us. 
 

One of the best things about being a part of the Church (big “C”) is that it means we are a 
part of something that is larger than us, and that none of our churches (little “c”) need to 
be exactly the same. Every church in our community in its own way is seeking to 
transform the world around them. Some of them do an amazing job of reaching the least 
and the lost. Some of them do an incredible job of getting out in the mission field and 
feeding the hungry and clothing the naked. Some of them do an excellent job of 
mentoring folks and discipling people, while others, by their worship, have the ability to 
make you understand that we are standing in the presence of our amazing God. 
 

What I’ve been trying to figure out these last several months (actually, since I came three 
years ago!) is what kind of church Wesley wants to be. In the last several years it seems 
like we’ve been defined by what we aren’t. We aren’t growing. We aren’t attracting 
young families. We aren’t paying our apportionments. We aren’t bringing new people 
into our music programs. We aren’t “thriving” by the standards of church growth. We 
aren’t baptizing new folks. We aren’t seeing a huge number of folks joining our church 
by profession of faith. It can be frustrating when we define ourselves by what we are not. 
 

This is why I so appreciate Sue and the MCCI team’s bold step to first redefine our 
mission. In doing so they have given us a vision of what we could be, rather than what 
we aren’t. They have said that they believe we can be a congregation that lives into 
Jesus’ vision for his disciples, to go and make new disciples. They envision our sanctuary 
full of new people whose lives are being transformed. They see the possibility that 
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Wesley could become known as a church that is truly transforming the world. It is 
this vision that excites me and continues to drive me. Yes, there are days when I 
feel like just chucking it all out the window (and if you’ve seen my office window 
lately you might think I literally tried this) but I know that if we keep moving 
forward, keep implementing prescriptions, keep working with Sue and our other 
coaches, we can reach that vision. 
 

Wesley could become known as a church that is truly transforming the world. It is 
this vision that excites me and continues to drive me. Yes, there are days when I 
feel like just chucking it all out the window (and if you’ve seen my office window 
lately you might think I literally tried this) but I know that if we keep moving 
forward, keep implementing prescriptions, keep working with Sue and our other 
coaches, we can reach that vision. 
 

As I mentioned in church a few weeks back, this summer we are tackling a huge 
prescription that will help new folks coming into our church feel more warmly 
welcomed. We have hired Vreeland to do some work in our lobby area and two 
entryways. This work will include panting, sheet rocking, and putting in some 
windows between the sanctuary and the lobby. We have also received bids for 
some work that needs to be done in the fellowship area in order to help the sound 
in there. 
 

In order to complete these projects we need to raise some money. The cost will be 
around $25,000. Trustees and Church Council have agreed to help fund this 
project, and the Wesley Endowment Foundation has already put up some funds to 
get these projects started, but we need to have buy in from our congregation as 
well. Two summers ago we accomplished several projects, including putting air 
conditioning in our sanctuary. Much of the money was raised by our faithful 
members to accomplish this, and I know that we can do it again. 
 

I hope and pray that we are ready to accept this challenge as we continue to live 
into our new mission, to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 

Peace, 
 

 

Pastor Howie 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

Minutes for Church Council & Finance Meetings 

May 16, 2016, 7:00 PM—Library 

Present: Pastor Howie, Penny Millspaugh, Steve Schlasner, Jessica Zerr, Ryan Zerr, John 

Galegher, Doug Williams, George Wogaman, Berniece Holm, Judy Christy 

Absent: Katie Stoley, Duane Sandwick 

Opening Prayer led by Pastor Howie. 

Reciting church purpose: Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

Devotion—Book Study: “Fish or Cut Bait” 

Group discussion of chapter 1 “Five Value Choices,” relating those value choices to our 

current MCCI prescription process.  Assignment is to read chapter 2. 

Finance Meeting—Doug Williams & John Galegher reporting 

1) $6,900 in offering for last Sunday, May 15, 2016 
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(continued) 
 

2) Conference payments up to date. Specific reporting is a bit behind as the church office 

is in a period of staffing transition. 

3) Elisha project contribution: approximately, $2400 with Endowment match of $1500. 

Council Meeting—Called to order by Penny Millspaugh 

April minutes correction: spelling Galegher to replace Galagher through out. April minutes 

approved:  Ryan Zerr makes motion, Doug Williams seconded motion, none opposed, meet-

ing minutes are accepted as presented with stated correction. 

Trustees Meeting—Pastor Howie reported 

1) Third floor windows scheduled to be replaced start date June 1 (check this) 

2) MCCI/Lobby Team update: Planning underway for main lobby area.  

a. Sheet rocking/dry wall and paint, paint entry ways (colors to be deter-

mined), focal wall on east wall (possible fireplace), removal of knee 

wall/dividing wall in the coat racks to obtain extra space, add three win-

dows above eye level on south sanctuary wall. Two bids obtained; rec-

ommendation to accept Vreeland’s bid of $18,120.56. Separate bid from 

Carpet One for necessary patch work with carpet once work is done. 

Total project: approximately $21,000.   

3) Trustees approved up to $13,000 for the lobby project as presented by the MCCI 

Lobby Team; fundraising to be led by the MCCI Lobby Team for at least the bal-

ance of the project.  

4) Lobby Team (by way of Trustees) makes a motion to withdraw $13,000 from the 

Trustee Investment fund. Second by Ryan Zerr.  Motion Passed.  Additional dis-

cussion followed.  

 (Update:  These funds have not been drawn as of June’s Council meeting.  Other 

possible sources of funding are being explored.) 

Staff Parish—Ryan Zerr, Chair SPRC reported 

1) There are 3-4 applicants for the book keeping position. Interviews over the next 

week and a half. Some discussion of the benefits of keeping two distinct staff posi-

tions. 

2) Motion to approve purchase of a gift for Judy Christy in appreciation of her years 

of service. Motion seconded by Doug Williams. No discussion. Motion passes 

unanimously.  

Old Business: No Old Business 

New Business: 

1) Christian Education Report—Jessica Zerr 

a. Sidewalk Sunday School, held jointly with Zion UMC scheduled for 

July 31—August 4 (Sunday—Thursday) 

b. VBS not planned at Wesley for this summer; however, we will be in 

prayer and discussion for the future of VBS at Wesley for the next sum-

mer and beyond.  

c. Megan Baird and Jessica Zerr will be meeting in June to discuss poten-

tial for summer children’s ministry, for example periodic children’s  

d. Safe Sanctuaries policies.  

2) Pastor’s Report—Issues to watch in General Conference. Be in prayer for General 

Conference. 

Closing Prayer—Pastor Howie 

Meeting Adjourned 

Next meeting to be held Monday, June 27, 2016 

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Zerr 
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Fun in the Son 2016! 
The dates are set (July 31- August 4) and plans are being made 

for our VBS-like program this summer at Richards West Park for 

children age 5-12.  This is a program designed for children and 

families who live in the neighborhood near the park, but chil-

dren from Wesley and Zion UMC’s are invited and encouraged 

to join us each night too.   

Join us each night at the park from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm, Sunday 

through Thursday, July 31 – Aug. 4.  We begin with a meal and 

then continue with music, Bible stories, games and crafts.   

Each year, we have provided backpacks with some school sup-

plies to the children who have been attending for the week.  

Here’s one way that you can help us – if able, please donate 

colored pencils, glue sticks, markers, Crayola crayons, pencils, 

pocket folders and boxes of tissues.  There will be a collection 

box at the church.   

Another way that you can help is to volunteers to help with 
crafts, games, meals, or being a shepherd for a group of 
children.  Watch for a sign-up sheet at church soon or  
contact Judy Christy at djee@gra.midco.net.   
 

mailto:djee@gra.midco.net
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 

  

        

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges             $14,372.06         $6,200.00  

January          $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February         $18,656.71        $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78      $22,926.89 

April       $29,236.40   $20,286.17 

May      $25,286.44   $25,337.10 

June     $18,509.97   $19,613.89 

   Total            $147,321.23     $138,499.18 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

                        June 5   70 + 44 = 114 
      June 12   55 + 40 =   95 
      June 19   57 + 21 = 78 
      June 26   62 + 25 = 87 
       

               

 

 

  

 

 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster at 701-772-3584 
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Mark your calendar for August 2nd. 

 The All Church Picnic will be held 

in Lincoln Park at shelter 3 from 5:30—8:00 p.m.   

Please bring a dish to share and your own beverage.  Plates 

and silverware will be provided.  Come for a super fun and 

fellowship time.  There will be volleyball and other yard 

activities. 

 

On October 30th at 4:00 p.m.,  the Sweet Adeline’s will be 

using the church for their fall concert.  They have a $10.00 

admission charge.  Wesley United Methodist Women will be 

offering coffee and dessert as a fund raiser following the 

concert. 

 

Circle November 12th 

 on your calendar for the Fall Bazaar.  The meal will 

be meatballs, mashed potatoes, green beans and 

dessert.  There will be crafts and baked goods.  

More information will be shared in August. 

 

 

Reminder, continue to save your soup labels and box tops. If 

you contribute these to some place other than Wesley--keep 

track of the numbers and we can still get  

credit for our unit.  

Turn in the amounts to Pat Henry. 
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United Methodist Women hope you are saving your pop can 

tabs.  We need you to bring them to the church by August 

7th.  There is a red pail in the kitchenette to put them in.  

They help the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

 

 
COLUMN! 

 

There are many individuals that give of their time doing jobs 

behind the scenes.  One is Janette Yaeger.  She polishes the 

altar candle holders and offering plates, records the Sunday 

School attendance, for years she worked with the UMCOR 

kits and has filled many shoe boxes at Christmas time for 

Spirit Lake. 

Thank you, Janette! 
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Dakotas Annual Conference Update 

Theme: The theme of this year's annual conference is 
“Living Generously Unleashing God's Gifts.” We will 
celebrate the ways in which we are answering God's 
call to use resources of all kinds to live out the scriptur-
al imperatives to grow in love of God and neighbor, 

reach new people, and heal a broken world. 
 

 Bishop’s Episcopal Address: Bishop Bruce Ough wants Methodists in the Dako-
tas to be more intentional in their manure spreading—metaphorically speaking. 
n his episcopal address to open Annual Conference 2016, Ough reflected on the 
model of living generously set forth by Jesus in (Luke 13:6-9). In this parable, a 
gardener lobbies for the life of a fig tree that has not borne fruit in three years. 
He offers to spread manure on the soil in hopes that, with one more year, the 
tree will bear fruit. But this is not a particularly “churchy” story, Ough notes. It’s 
filled with earthy and even crude language that highlights the parable’s mean-
ing. “Be fruitful or perish,” he said. “The message is clear.” 
 
 10,000 Hour Miracle Offering: At morning worship on Friday, June 10, 2016,  
Dakotas United Methodists celebrated what God is doing in and through them. 
They also committed over 18,000 hours of service to Dakotas Conference minis-
try project. The 10,000 Hour Miracle Offering, called for churches to have at 
least 10 people commit to at 10 hours of service to one of these conference 
missions: Bakken Oil Rush Ministry—Watford City, Out in Faith Oil Rush Minis-
try—Williston, Dakotas Camp and Retreat Ministry, Solar Oven Partners, Tree of 
Life and Spirit Lake Ministry. A cash offering of over $56,000 was also collected. 
The money will be used to help fund the Elisha Project. The total of the 10,000 
Miracle Offering is expected to grow. Churches and individuals can send pledges 
and donations to JoAnn Schlimgen, Dakotas Conference UMC, PO Box 460, 
Mitchell, SD 57301.  
 
James Harnish lessons in living generously: To Jim Harnish, it’s not about the 
money—except when it is. Speaking during the teaching sessions to the Dakotas 
Annual Conference on Friday, Harnish identified generous living as the issue 
that will most clearly define who we are as followers of Christ. “Salvation is nev-
er just about money,” Harnish said. “But it is never about anything less than 
money.” The mission of the church, he reminds us, is not to raise money or pay  
Apportionments.  It is to  make disciples. 
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(continued) 
 

2016 Missional Report: The Dakotas Conference is living out the three scrip-
tural imperatives: to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people and 
heal a broken world. That’s the message that Sheila Dailie, incoming chair of 
the Common Table gave to members of the 23rd Annual Conference Session. 
The message was part of the opening plenary session as the Common Table 
reported on the progress that has been made and highlighted the 2015-2016 
Missional Report. 
 
Thrive Campaign reaches $3.5 million: Attendees at the 23rd Session of the 
Dakotas Annual Conference celebrated the generous giving of individuals and 
churches to Thrive: Strength for Today, Hope for Tomorrow, a capital cam-
paign. Over $3.5 million has been pledged to date with more commitments to 
still come in. Thrive is a capital campaign to start new churches, strengthen 
existing churches and raise up the next generation of leaders.  
 
Ministry Festival: If you’re going to celebrate shared ministries, why not have 
a real party? This was the thinking behind the Ministry Festival, held on Thurs-
day evening of Annual Conference. After the conclusion of the business ses-
sions, conference attendees gathered to eat, play games, and celebrate some 
of the most vital shared ministries of the Dakotas Conference. One Way Up 
(Canton UMC), ministries with youth took center stage. Camping, youth, and 
CCYM (the Conference Council on Youth Ministries) presented various awards 
and told stories about their work. 
 
Recognizing clergy: On Friday evening at a Celebration of Life in Ministry Ser-
vice, we remembered United Methodist friends and colleagues who have died 
over the past year, honored clergy who are retiring, and celebrated those 
who were commissioned and ordained. We remembered seven clergy and 
four clergy spouses that passed away this year. We honored nine retiring cler-
gy and we celebrated two clergy who were commissioned and three clergy 
who were ordained as elders.  
 
Legislation: We approved the 2017 budget of $4,361,252 amount of at a 
slight decrease of -0.05% compared to the 2016 budget total of $4,365,000. 
Other legislative items approved include: a resolution to join as a coalition 
partner with South Dakotans for Responsible Lending, rule changes that allow 
for changes in ministry teams, the selection of the site for Annual Conference 
for 2017-2020, Camp and Retreat Ministry and lay leadership and quadrennial 
elections.  



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Bookkeeper:  
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 

We offer our prayers of sympathy for family & friends of Arline 

Schubert who passed away on June 11.  Service arrangements 

are pending. 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

parents; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol, Carol Clark, Dean Hruska; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At 

Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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